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Starting point

Conserving, restoring and managing agrobiodiversity means 
giving back to farmers the centrality of the decisions that 

affect them, starting from the future of their seeds



Seeds

Seeds of harmony

-ITPGRFA

-Farmers’rights

-cosmovision

-cultural diversity
Seeds of food

-national seed policies

-seed quality control

-variety release

-seed marketing rules

Seeds of change

-development policies

-focus on breeding

-variety release and 

registration

-ag research

Seeds of profit

-WTO-TRIPs

-FTAs

-PBRs

-Patent

Seeds of sovereignty

-CBD and ITPGRFA

-biodiversity policies

-conservation

-use and access



Seed legislation…



Formal seed systems Informal seed systems

Uniform varieties Landraces/populations

Seed laws, IPRs policies

uniformity diversity

	



A new approach to the seed issue: Seed Systems…
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A new approach is needed





What is the Spanish Seed Network?

Decentralized organization
of a technical, social and
political nature that has been
active for the last 17 years.

Federation that brings
together more than 26 local
seed networks.



What is the Spanish Seed Network?

Members:

•Farmers and farmer organisations

•Technicians and agricultural experts

•Supporters of responsible consumption

•Local action groups

•University staff and students

•Ecologist movements

•Researchers

•All kinds of different collectives



What is the Spanish Seed Network?

Main objectives

•Reintroduction of local,
traditional and farmers’
varieties in the agri-food
system, in the framework of the
agroecology, food autonomy
and family farming system.

•Helping to coordinate
activities amongst the different
members and promoting their
participation in the national and
international level.



•To support and facilitate use activities carried out by farmers.

•To facilitate and support the access, production and exchange of seeds

among farmers.

•To raise public awareness about the importance of agricultural biodiversity

in the agri-food system.

•To promote local and traditional varieties among consumers.

•To create employment in rural areas through seed production and trading

on a local level.

•To reclaim the development of public policies intended to facilitate the

farmers´ rights to conserve, use, exchange and sell their own seeds.

•To ban the GMO crops from the Spanish agri-food system.

Our specific objectives



NEW KNOWLEDGE 

ABOUT LOCAL 

VARIETIES

PRODUCTION

WORK WITH CONSUMERS

INTERVIEWS/ 

TASTING 

ACTIVITIES

WORK WITH THE VARIETIES

DESCRIPTION

EVALUATION

BREEDING

TRADING

WORK WITH FARMERS

PERSONAL 

INTERVIEWS AND

FARMERS 

NETWORKS

USE OF 

TRADITIONAL 

VARIETIES

CONSERVATION

IN SITU : LOCAL FARMERS

EX SITU : CONSERVATION 

BANKS

Local Seed Networks: working from a 

local level



Research: Recovery of traditional 

knowledge



Research: Participative work in local 

varieties description, testing and 

evaluation



Research: Participative work in local 

varieties description, testing and 

evaluation



Training and counselling



Seed Exchange Networks



Consumption



Publications



Agricultural Biodiversity Fair



Building alliances



Internal Workshops for Reflection



Political lobbying

Campaign: "Cultivate diversity. Sow 

your rights"

• To demand a legal framework that allows
farmers to produce and sell their own
seeds (Farmers’ Right to save, use,
exchange and sell farm-saved
seed/propagating material)



Thank you very much!



The school teaches how to grow crops and raise 

cattle and aims to those people who want to 

become professionial organic farmers.

Esàpoda is a non profit organisation that has founded and runs the

Experimental Itinerant School of Organic farming.



The teachers are the farmers, the classrooms are 

their own farms, the lessons are held in the field. 

The learning is achieved by working and studying

in the field, among the crops and the cattle.



At the end of the school the farmers-teachers

become tutors and follow the students in the 

beginning of their professional project.

The lessons are held one weekend per month per one year.



The school has started in 2006 and until now has

had almost 100 students. 

Among them, the 50% are now professional orga-

nic farmers, the 25% are preparing themselves to 

start farming and the remaining 25% has given up.










