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Harnessing Collective Awareness: Bringing Digital Innovation to Sustainable 

Agricultural and Food Systems 
A Milan Food Week event 

Acquario Civico (Milano) 
Tuesday, 8th May 2018 

Agenda 
Pre-workshop event: 
Monday, 7th May 
15.00-19.00 Visit to an agroecological farm in the surroundings (place to be communicated) and demonstration of the 

SOILHealth app developed in the CAPSELLA project 
(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=eu.capsella.soilhealth.spade_test) 

20.00   Social dinner (place to be communicated) 
 

Time A new paradigm for truly sustainable agriculture and quality food systems 
9:15-9:30 
 
 
9:30-10:00 
(Keynote speech) 
 
 

Welcome address - Milano Food Council  
Investments, achievements and future plans towards quality food systems 
 
Joint Research Center of  European Commission, Ispra (Italy)  
Fostering agroecology and agrobiodiversity:  the engagement of the European Commission 
 

10:00-10.15 
(Keynote speech) 
 
 
10:15-10:30 
(Keynote speech) 
 
 
10.30-11:00 
 

Italian Agroecology Observatory – OPERA, Prof. Stefano Bocchi  
A new paradigm for sustainable farming: the role of agro-biodiversity management 
 
 
Agriculture digitization:  Open data supporting Agriculture, Dr. Christopher Brewster (TNO, The 
Netherlands) 
Developing ICT tools for sustainable farming and food systems through social digital innovation 
 
Innovation experiences- Insight in the CAPSELLA initiative & its main outcomes and results 
Prof. Yannis Ioannidis (Athena Research Centre, Greece) & Prof. Paolo Bàrberi (Scuola Superiore 
Sant’Anna, Pisa, Italy) 
Major outcomes of the CAPSELLA project 

  

11:00- 11.20 Coffee Break  

Time Fostering links between actors in agro-biodiversity and the digital world 

11:30-13:00 
 
 
 

Panel debate:  
Question 1: Which specific digitization needs for Agroecological innovation? 
 
Question 2: The open data policy: opportunities and limitation for data management in 
sustainable agriculture/agroecology  



 

 
 

  
Moderator: Dr. Vasileios Gkisakis (Agroecologiki, Greece) 
Chair: Tommaso Gaifami (OPERA and Agroecology Europe) 
 
Panelists: 
Researchers in agroecology 

1. Dr. Ambrogio Costanzo (Organic Research Center United Kingdom)  
2. Dr. Rodolphe Vidal or Frederic Rey (ITAB, France) 
3. Dr. Paola Migliorini (UNISG Pollenzo, Italy; President of Agroecology Europe) 
4. Foreign Expert – invited by OPERA 

 
Farmers representatives  

1. A representative of the Dutch Union (ZLTO, The Netherlands) 
2. Riccardo Bocci (DIVERSIFOOD project, EU) 
3. Luca Conte (Esapoda, Italy) 
4. Christina Vakali (Aegilops, Greece) 

 
ICT specialists 

1. Christopher Brewster (TNO, The Netherlands) 
2. Office Innesto (Italy) 
3. Diego Guidotti (AEDIT s.r.l., Italy) 
4. Avanzi s.r.l. (Italy)  

 
Policy makers  

1. Comune di Milano, Assessorato Tajani 
2. Director of the Scientific Research Department of Fondazione Cariplo, Italy  
3. Rete Rurale Nazionale  

 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

Time What type of ICT solutions to support agro-biodiversity use and management? 
Discussion on requirements and needs 

14:00-16:30 

 

 

 

 

14:00-16:30 

Parallel round tables -  How to improve data management for different users with ICT tools?  
(1) Farmers/advisors (agronomic practices, soil health management, varietal choice etc.) 

[RSR, SSSA, ZLTO, Agroknow] 
(2) Citizens (linkages to the supply chain, transparency, quality, consumers satisfaction) [WE 

DELIVER TASTE, Agroknow]  
(3) Entrepreneurs (start-up companies, logistic of food distribution in urban areas, nutrition 

and health data etc.)  CORALLIA, Comune di Milano, Incubation process Winner 
 
Demo stands - Demo of CAPSELLA tools 
Soil Health Spade test – AEGILOPS  
Data Management – DIVERSIFOOD & CERERE projects partners 
Food demonstrator – WE DELIVER TASTE 
 

16.30-17.00 
Synthesis of panel round table discussions & Conclusions – chaired by Dr. Tommaso Gaifami 
(OPERA and Agroecology Europe) 

17:00 End of the Workshop  

 
 

 


